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Life is to short, we all need to
enjoy each and every day

to its fullest.
It is with great sadness that I must announce the passing of our dear friend and fellow Club Member Earl 
Haymond.  I have only known Earl for a few years and in that time I’ve enjoyed seeing him at the field or at the 
float fly’s, especially when he would bring his home made chili for all of us to enjoy. I’ve had the opportunity to 
visit him at his home.  He was happy to show and share his knowledge in engineering with me when he took 
the time to help me make a muffler extension for one of my engines.  He of course would not let me go home 
without sharing with me his Airplane Room.  I can only dream of having a room like that filled with Planes. He 
will truly be missed by many.

For all of you that missed the club Action, “You missed it”!!  Wow what a gold mine.  I came home with more 
stuff than I took.  And I took a bunch.  For those of you that missed out and want a piece of the gold mine, a 
silent Auction is being held at the  Whittier Narrows Air Field on the 23rd of this month.  You will find a flyer in 
the news letter this month.  All of the items available have been donated by the family, and the estate of Jim 
Hardesty. All moneys raised will go into our Field fund for improvements.

There is an event coming up at the end of the month.  The Castle Fly-In This will be my first trip and I’m getting 
anxious to go.  I plan on taking with me my new Kyosho 72” spitfire with an O.S. 120.  I flew it for the first time 
the other day at the field.  “It’s a SCREAMER”.  If I finish in time I will fly for the first time a Nitro Modle 71” P-47 
Thunderbolt with a super tiger 90.   I can’t wait.  Are we there yet?

Till next time,

Paul Timpano
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How much is the cost costing?
 
Well you have probably heard right that at the end of the year will be paying 
a little more to fly RC at Whittier. We won’t know for sure how much until the 
Park’s proposal will be presented to the County Board of Supervisors. I’m 

sure our Pres Paul or Jerry Swaim will be mentioning here also and it’s some months off still so I won’t go into 
details. Sadly it has to mean it will be a little more difficult for a number of us to participate in the hobby as we 
have known it. Especially with jobs being tough, additional costs to enter or maintain the hobby are not what 
we need right now. At the same time technology and world wide manufacturing marches on too, with it’s own 
changes taking place.  Along with it is the cost and what it’ costing.
 
Until recently the method for entry level flying RC meant you had to buy a kit with ton’s of “stuff” to build it along 
with the basic tools. You even needed adequate space and lot’s of time. $600 and up invested was typical. In 
today’s dollars who knows how much that is?  I know I paid $300 in 1975 for a very basic 4 Ch. Heath Radio 
kit. Notice the word “kit”. But that’s another modeling history story. Hi! Today after inflation for that 1975 dollar 
I could probably buy -- ready to fly with no space or tools needed -- how many models? Three? Four? De-
pending on the size and type of course but were talking about entry level stuff here. Whether the model is a 
“successful” entry level type these days is another question. You have seen the ad’s. Won’t price be the major 
consideration of a new person?  $150 for a complete RC Model is darn attractive to a beginner.
 
Or would a person select a 40/46 size fuel power ARF trainer, motor, radio and operational support system and 
spend around $500 or $600 of today’s dollars - including membership in AMA?
 
I’m sure most would pick out a box package ready to charge and fly for the $150.  Forget the membership stuff. 
He can fly this slow poke beginner thing at the base ball diamond in the park down the street.  Remember 
he’s new at this. He doesn’t understand that he is not selecting really a full function aircraft. It’s compromised 
by looking like it flies sort of controlled, but certainly not fully! It’s bought with the hopes that he won’t have to 
throw the transmitter away after putting the model into a tree 40 feet up the first flight. But he doesn’t think that 
could happen. Now’s when buying three or four of them would come in handy! Of course you and I all know he 
won’t. I wish him luck.
 
The Wright Brothers had it right. You have to learn to fly in the little steps, picking up tons of knowledge along 
the way. Tons! Especially if you really want to control an aircraft fully.
 
Will computers help keeping them out of the tree? Could be!
 
Sadly, the “proposed” park week end entry tax, (yes it’s a tax no matter what they call it) will highly discourage 
the neophyte, or just plain interested, in showing up at Whittier. Maybe discourage isn’t the right word. I think it 
will close the door - if it isn’t pretty much shut already because they will have to pay the entry tax. Beginners or 
just interested and curious showing up at the field are a real rarity today. Pay $6 to go watch models fly? You 
got to be kidding!  
 
In the 80’s we would have 3 to 6 students on any Sat or Sun. Lots of them kids.   
 
So I think our future is outlined for us already because of technology and a little park entry tax on weekends 
won’t matter too much in the long run. Right?  Or is the cost costing too much?                 
 
I heard your answer. That doesn’t bode good for our future as we know modeling. As I asked at the top of this 
page, what’s the park tax going to cost? Not much. It’s just another nail you know where. Otherwise it’s ad
(Continued at How Much on page 3)

Ken’s
Pen
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Put another candle on
the cakes of these

Birthday Pilots
Will Simpson	 7
Don Schrello	 8
John Krohn	 9
Louis Renteria	 11
Kim Seligmann	 20
Lonnie Morrison	 23
Norman Louie	 24
Philip Herrera	 26
Charlton Breon	 31
Ruperto Ramos II	 31

Note Worthy

April Float Fly
Monday morning, I am trying to be happy, but my friend Earl passed 
away last week, He helped get Legg Lake Float Flying going and always 
cooked lunch for all of us when he felt good enough. We will all miss 
him, so remember, “Don’t turn the mustard bottle right side up” at lunch.

The weather was a little windy, we had 12 pilots, and 2 new guest pilots. 
We had a few splashes and a perfect tree top landing, good luck for Paul 
#2.

Lunch was great,  hot dogs, chili, tacos, cake for Earl, plenty to drink. 
Sorry, I don’t have much to say this time.

We love the park.

Next Float Fly, June 14, 2010, see you all there.
.

Paul J. Moren

How Much
(Continued from page 1)
vances in technology and model 
aviation that will be changing our 
hobby. A few other’s will still be 
there doing it the old fashioned 
way, learning slowly and fully 
learning properly what they want 
to know. Most of them will avoid 
the week end tax by coming dur-
ing the week. Most have to work a 
long time to earn that privilege!
 
Do you realize that it’s been at 
least two years or more since I’ve 
had a teen age kid on a buddy 
box at the field? Not a one!! I think 
it’s disastrous! So what is the true 
cost of taxes and technology?

73 (Best Regards) WA6IVD

Ken  
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Sometimes It Does Take a Rocket Scientist!
 
Scientists at NASA built a gun specifically to launch standard 4 pound dead chickens at the windshields of air-
liners, military jets and the space shuttle, all traveling at maximum velocity. The idea  is to simulate the frequent 
incidents of collisions with airborne fowl to test the strength of the windshields.

British engineers heard about the gun and were eager to test it on the windshields of their new high speed 
trains. Arrangements were made, and a gun was sent to the British engineers. When the gun was fired, the 
engineers stood shocked as the chicken hurled out of the barrel, crashed into the shatterproof shield, smashed 
it to smithereens, blasted through the control console, snapped the engineer’s back-rest in two, and embedded 
itself in the back wall of the cabin, like an arrow shot from a bow.

The horrified Brits sent NASA the disastrous results of the experiment, along with the designs of the windshield 
and begged the US scientists for suggestions.

You’re gonna love this . . .

NASA responded with a one-line memo. – “Defrost the chicken.”

Submitted by Ken Meade



April
Promotion 

Ends 
5/31/2010

Find A Store 
Near You, Call:

Watch your e-mail 
IN BOX for our

38th Anniversary
Super Specials!

RX600 2.4GHz FHSS-1 fullrange RX
3 Model memory/direct select
Digitaltrims w/audible sound for neutral
Proven 2.4GHz FHSS-1 technology
Compatible w/ALLAirtronics FHSS-1 RXs
Servo reversing
Delta/elevon mixing
V-Tailmixing
Master dualrate switch

Throttle cut
Trainer compatible w/SD-5G & SD-10G
ATV for flight control channels
EPA for throttle
Light-weight, well balanced
High quality & feel gimbals
Full range radio 2.4GHz system
Dry system. Batteries not included
Servos sold separately

Check Out These Amazing Features!

1. HM-4# EP Helicopter RTF 
(Fixed Pitch, 370 Motor)
No. 660104, Reg. 159.99

2. Lama 400 Large Dual rotor 
EP Heli - RTF
No. 660110, Reg. 239.99

3. HM-5#4Q5 180 Dual-Rotor 
EP Heli RTF
No. 660115, Reg. 189.99

4. HM-1#B High Performance 
BL/CCPM EP Heli RTF
No. 660135, Reg. 269.99

5. UFO 117 & UFO B2 Vertical 
Takeoff 4-Rotor Plane - RTF
No. 660150, Reg. 229.99

We’re Bringing You 
5 New Walkera 
Performance RTF 

Helicopters At Industry-
Leading Low Prices!

1

2

3

4

5

139.99

199.99

169.99

239.99

199.99

HM-4#

Lama 400

HM-5#4Q5

HM-1#B

UFO 117 & UFO B2

READY TO 
FLY HELI’s!

XL-70RFS 
Blue Head
4-Stroke Engine 
No. 210857, Reg. $179.99

Save $3000 More Slashed $100!

7999

BH Models
AT-6 
Texan 
120 ARF 
with Retracts 
(20-23cc Gas)
No. 159561
Reg. $519.99

82in
Span

14999

Save $5000 More 

Squall EDF
3-cell Sport ARF w/
Fan, BL Motor & ESC 
No. 107306
Reg. $129.99 41999





2009 CLUB OFFICERS
President: PAUL TIMPANO
562-631-8936 rpmtimpano@verizon.net
Vice-President: JIM PATTON
909-395-6769 jamespatton@ups.com
Secretary: TED HOLDREDGE
562-425-8924 twholdredge@aol.com
Treasurer: STEVE LOPEZ
562-908-4429 Email.SteveLopez@verizon.net
Past President: MARK MELVIN
626-638-3251 sgvrcleditor@earthlink.ne
Contest Coordinator: GARY GLASBAND
562-856-8484 gary_glasband@verizon.net
Sergeant of Arms: FRANK WALTHER
562-908-5995 frankjulia@earthlink.net
Field Marshall: JERRY SWAIM
626-967-9920 rcflier1@gmail.com
Safety Cordinator: NORMAN LOUIE
626-806-2049 normthunder@yahoo.com
Newsletter: JERRY NIELSEN
626-695-2919 webmaster@sgvrcl.org
Membership: KIM SELIGMANN
626-334-4642 ka1wcc@yahoo.com
Haberdasher: FELIX CERVANTES
626-572-8044 felixc1930@yahoo.com
Refreshments: LARRY CHAPMAN
626-338-3859 jan_2468@yahoo.com
Member At Large: PAUL MOREN
323-256-0519 m-pmoren@sbcglobal.net

CLUB WEB PAGE ON THE INTERNET
http://www.sgvrcl.org

Club members and newsletter readers are
welcome to join our e-mail list. Sign up at:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sgvrcl

NEW MEMBERS
New members are welcome and encouraged to join the 
SGVRCL, Inc. Please contact club Membership Chair-
man Kim Seligmann. His contact information is in the 
list to the left.

MEETING INFORMATION
Business Meeting

2nd Tuesday of the month: 7:00 p.m.

General Membership Meeting
4th Tuesday of the month: 7:30 p.m.

Note: There is no December
General Membership Meeting!

CLUB MEETING LOCATION
The club has a new location for all club meetings. Sin-
cere thanks go to Bob Chase for arranging the use of 
the El Monte Airport Administration building our meet-
ings. This new building, which has conditioning and 
heating, is a first class venue our club meetings.

The building is located smack dab in the center
the airport off of Santa Anita Ave. Look for the building 

R/C Flight Instructors
Chief-Instructor:

Ken Meade (626) 282-1461
Skip Adams (818) 652-6806 	 Jim Seely (562) 692-4680
Carl Balmer (714) 827-4164 	 Lynn Burks (909) 860-5451
Felix Cervantes (626) 572-8044 	 Larry Chapman (626) 338-3859
Steve Lopez (562) 908-4429 (Helicopter Instructor)

Model of the Month Contest
Now that we have acquired 
such a nice room to hold our 
meetings, let’s keep it that way 
by making sure that the models 
we bring to our meetings have 
their fuel lines capped off and 
are drip free of oil. The last 
thing we need to do is wear out 
our welcome by leaving drip 
spots behind!

Park Police Dispatch Number
800-834-0064

This is the 24-hour dispatch 
number for the Park Police. You 
may want to jot this number 
down and stuff it in your wal-
let for future reference. When 
you’ve seen someone flying 
unsafely, this is the number to 
call if the flyer refuses to abide 
by the field rules.

Change Of Address
If you need your newsletter sent 
to a new address the quick-
est and easiest way to let me 
know is through email. Send it 
to: webmaster@sgvrcl.org. You 
can also call me on the phone 
(626-695-2919) or send a note 
to the club post office box:

SGVRCL, PO Box 1645
Duarte, CA 91009

Board Meeting Minutes
in order to save space in 
the newsletter, a copy of the 
minutes of last month’s board 
meeting has been put online at
sgvrcl.org/boardmeeting.pdf



Schedule
of Club
Events

April 2010

April 12
Float Fly - Legg Lake

April 13
SGVRCL Board Meeting

April 27
SGVRCL Club Meeting
and CLUB AUCTION

May 2010

May 10
Float Fly - Legg Lake

May 11
SGVRCL Board Meeting

May 14, 15, 16
NMPRA Race 

Whittier Narrows

May 25
SGVRCL Club Meeting

July 2010

July 10
Club Fun Fly 

Whittier Narrows

July 12
Float Fly - Legg Lake

July 13
SGVRCL Board Meeting

July 27
SGVRCL Club Meeting 

SGVRCL
P. O. Box 1645
Duarte, CA  91009INTERFERENCE The monthly Newsletter of the

San Gabriel Valley Radio Control League


