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SGVRCL, Inc. 
P.O. Box 9052 
South El Monte, CA 91733 
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AMA Chartered Club #154 

February 2008  
 

February 12 
SGVRCL Board Meeting 

 
February 23 

Float Fly 
SFDRCM, Santa Fe Dam 

 
February 26 

SGVRCL Club Meeting 

March 2008  
 

March 11 
SGVRCL Board Meeting 

 
March 15-16 

Spring-Fest Q-500 
424 & 428 only 

SGVRCL, Whittier Narrows 
 

March 25 
SGVRCL Club Meeting 

(Auction!) 

April 2008  
 

March 8 
SGVRCL Board Meeting 

 
April 19 

1/2 Mac Aerobatic 
SGVRCL, Whittier Narrows 

 
April 19-20 
RCX Expo 

Pomona Fairplex 
www.rcx.com 

 
March 22 

SGVRCL Club Meeting 
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�� CLUB WEB PAGE ON THE INTERNET 
http://www.sgvrcl.org  

Club members and newsletter readers are  
welcome to join our e-mail list. Sign up at: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sgvrcl  

 
NEW MEMBERS 

New members are welcome and encouraged to join 
the SGVRCL, Inc. Please contact club Membership 
Chairman Mark Melvin to the left. 
 

MEETING INFORMATION 
Business Meeting 

2nd Tuesday of the month: 7:00 p.m. 
 

General Membership Meeting 
4th Tuesday of the month: 7:30 p.m. 

 
Note: There is no December  

General Membership Meeting! 
 

CLUB MEETING LOCATION 
The club has a new location for all club meetings. 
Sincere thanks go to Bob Chase for arranging the 
use of the El Monte Airport Administration building 
for our meetings. This new building, which has air 
conditioning and heating, is a first class venue for 
our club meetings.  
 
The building is located smack dab in the center of 
the airport off of Santa Anita Ave. Look for the build-
ing with the curved roof. The address is 4233 Santa 
Anita Ave. (corner Lambert and Santa Anita.) 
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Now that we have acquired such a 
nice room to hold our meetings, 
let’s keep it that way by making 
sure that the models we bring to 
our meetings have their fuel lines 
capped off and are drip free of oil. 
The last thing we need to do is 
wear out our welcome by leaving 
drip spots behind! 

Park Police Dispatch Number 
800-834-0064 

 This is the 24-hour dispatch num-
ber for the Park Police. You may 
want to jot this number down and 
stuff it in your wallet for future ref-
erence. When you’ve seen some-
one flying unsafely, this is the 
number to call if the flyer refuses 
to abide by the field rules. 
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If you need your newsletter sent 
to a new address the quickest 
and easiest way to let me know 
is through email. Send it to: 
sgvrcleditor@earthlink.net. You 
can also call me on the phone 
(626-638-3251) or send a note to 
the club post office box: 
SGVRCL, PO Box 9052, South 
El Monte, CA 91733 
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President:  JIM RICCIO  

626-963-3696  jimk6trw@yahoo.com 

Vice-President:  STEVEN SAHAGIAN 

909-596-5614  h4oskier@verizon.net 

Secretary:  TED HOLDREDGE 

562-425-8924  twholdredge@aol.com 

Treasurer:  STEVE LOPEZ 

562-908-4429  Email.SteveLopez@verizon.net  

Past President:  JOHN KROHN 

562-692-4177  jfkrohn88@aol.com 

Contest Coordinator:  

 

Sergeant of Arms:  

 

Safety Coordinator:  JERRY SWAIM 

626-967-9920  rcflier1@gmail.com 

Newsletter/Membership:  MARK MELVIN 

626-638-3251  sgvrcleditor@earthlink.net 

Haberdasher:  FELIX CERVANTES 

626-572-8044  felixc1930@yahoo.com 

Refreshments:   LARRY CHAPMAN 

626-338-3859  jan_2468@yahoo.com 

Member At Large:  EARL HAYMOND 

562-698-2722 

Member At Large:  PAUL MOREN 

323-256-0519  m-pmoren@sbcglobal.net 

Member At Large:  DENNIS MORAN 

714-930-5044  thuklet@yahoo.com 

Member At Large:  FRANK WALTHER 

562-908-5995  frankjulia@earthlink.net 
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Chief-Instructor: 

Ken Meade  (626) 282-1461 
Skip Adams (818) 652-6806   Jim Seely  (562) 692-4680 
Carl Balmer (714) 827-4164 Lynn Burks (909) 860-5451 
Felix Cervantes (626) 572-8044 Larry Chapman (626) 338-3859 
Steve Lopez (562) 908-4429  (Helicopter Instructor) 
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Into the second month of the New 
Year and most of my New Year 
resolutions are still intact. One of 
the things I wanted to do this year 
was to build, (that is a joke, with 
today’s ARF’s, maybe assemble is 
better) a new IMAC plane for 2008. 
At the AMA show I took a good look 
at all the IMAC 50cc size planes 
that were available, there were a 
lot. It came down to an Extra 240 or 
a YAK. There was one plane that 
was heads above all the competi-
tion when it came to how it was 
built. I ordered the Aero-Works 
YAK. It was almost $100 more than 
my next choice, but I felt it was 
worth it. 
 
A couple of weeks after the show 
UPS delivered two big boxes on my 
front porch. I looked the boxes over 
for damage while the UPS driver 
was still on my porch. There were 
some small bangs on the outside 
but it looked OK. When I opened 
the boxes I was surprised to see 
there were two boxes an outer and 
inner box and a layer of 1/16 ply-
wood between them. Needless to 
say the contents in the inter-boxes 
were untouched.  
 
It was all uphill from there, every 
part fit perfectly and the assembly 
went fast. The hardware that came 
with the plane was outstanding, and 
the control horn holes were pre-
drilled. It came with the fuel tank 
and all the control surfaces were 
already hinged. The only holes I 
needed to drill were for the engine 
(they gave me a template for that,) 
the servos, and mount the switches. 
All the blind nuts were installed, 
even in the wheel pants, and all the 
hardware is SAE, no metric bolts. I 
guess you have gathered by now I 
was impressed. The test flight was 
on Feb. 7th. It required only a small 

Put another candle on  
the cake of these.. 

BiRtHdAy PiLoTs 

Frank Walther  Feb. 01 
William  Miralles Feb. 03 
Herbert Uyeda  Feb. 07 
Ward Hanawalt Feb. 10 
Ka Kit Wong  Feb. 15 
Joe Chirco  Feb. 18 
Paul Moren  Feb. 20 
Felix Cervantes Feb. 21 
Ken Lew  Feb. 22 
Bob Sahagian  Feb. 27 

amount of elevator trim. My new 
Aero-Works YAK 50 is going to be 
great flyer as soon as the YAK and I 
get in sync. 
 
We as a club are still struggling with 
the rifle range fly over problem. We 
have tried a number of patches, 
some work better than others, but at 
best they are patches. What it really 
takes are pilots like us to change 
how we fly. Landing is the hard part 
of the problem, to get down on the 
runway without over flying at least a 
small part of the wall.  Making a 
straight in approach to the runway 
can’t be done without over flying a 
major part of the range. That is bad 
news. We need to learn how to 
make that right hand turn on final 
approach. This takes lot of practice.  
 
The other problem is, during normal 
flying just misjudging where we 
really are in the sky. There are some 
tricks that can help. Turn your whole 
body about 15 deg. counter clock-
wise to the runway, and plant your 
feet . Remember it is important to 
keep your feet planted while you are 
flying. We have a tendency to fly 
perpendicular to the direction we are 
standing. This will make your flight 
path more over the wash and not 
over the range. Remember to un-
plant your feet before you set up to 
land.  
 
The AMA suggests that we don’t fly 
alone. When you think about that it 
makes good sense. When you have 
someone there with you while you 
are flying there are two more eyes to 
tell you when the runway is clear to 
take off or land. Two more eyes to 
keep track of the other planes that 
are flying with you, and two more 
eyes to help keep you out of the 
range. Take a friend out with you, or 
if you see a person going out alone 
volunteer to go out with them. You 
could be making a new friend. 
 

Fly friendly! 
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March 15 and 16 is our first event 
of the year. It’s a two day Q-500 
race in two classes on the long 
course, 2.5 miles in ten laps. These 
are the fast guys as well as the 
guys just having fun gang. If you 
have never raced a model you 
haven’t lived! It’s too bad we don’t 
have a little slower type of event 
like the Cruiser races to kind of 
break beginners in on, hi! But that’s 
history I’m afraid. Racing Quickies 
at the slower or starting level isn’t 
really all that bad. The necessary 
maneuvers are pretty basic. Take 
off – turn left lots of times outside 
the pylons as close as you can-and 
land. So what’s the big deal?  
 
Nerves! Well, good depth percep-
tion too! The aircraft are pretty 
equal. The take off itself is easy. 
The Flagman raises or drops the 
flag and your “caller” lets the model 
go. Even I can handle that! At two 
or three hundred feet down the run-
way is a pylon. All you have to do is 
ignore the other three models in the 
air just feet away from yours. Easy! 
Just don’t watch the wrong airplane
-like I did once! Nerves? You bet! 
All four of you will be heading for 
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Raffle prizes for our past Janu-
ary club meeting were bought at 
Robin’s Hobbys in Glendale. 
This month’s raffle prizes are 
from Covina Hobby in Covina. 
 
The SGVRCL thanks all of our 
newsletter advertisers for sup-
porting our club. Please support 
the advertisers by patronizing 
their stores! 

that same pylon, the famous num-
ber 1! The one that really tests 
your depth perception. First around 
it wins! Well, wins the thrill of com-
ing out of the first turn leading the 
pack! The problem is, how far 
away is it? When do you set up for 
the turn to just clear it! Beginners 
tend to head all the way to the free-
way and turn there. Neat huh! They 
can’t believe that at over 100 MPH 
it only takes a breath of two and 
they’re there!  
 
So that’s how it goes, just cleaning 
the outside of the pylons with tight 
turns and flying a smooth course in 
between. Piece of cake. No fair 
drinking a beer or two to settle the 
nerves beforehand either! So no 
coffee, no cokes or booze! Things 
will be shaky enough as it is! In the 
early morning a solid breakfast af-
ter a good big crap is all you need. 
You won’t sleep much the night 
before so don’t worry about that! 
You won’t sleep during the day ei-
ther! Usually we try to run five 
“Rounds” per day. If we get a slow 
start for millions of reasons, we 
may only get in four. A single 
“Round” allows every-
body to fly one time, 
where an individual 
race is called a “Heat.” 
The winner of a heat 
get 4 points, the poor 
beginner last guy fin-
ishing, just 1. So what 
else is new? Why else 
is the beginner out 
there except to give 
the other guys more 
points? Hi!  
 
Well, sometimes the faster guys 
shoot themselves in the foot when 
forgetting rule number one. Stay 
outside  the stinking pylon! (Ask 
me!) So here comes slowpoke be-
ginner Joe, getting flagged the very 
last guy across the start/finish line. 
He’s been putt–putt–putt’ing along, 
hands shaking in a blur, barely 

(Continued from page 3) able to hold onto the transmitter, 
clearing the pylons by a mile or two. 
Each! All the rest of the guys in his 
Heat are patiently waiting for him to 
finish so they can land. As soon as 
they do they all rush over to the 
“Starters” table to find out how fast 
they went! What else? So there’s 
the Starter guy, pulling his hair out 
with all the pressure, radio in hand, 
yelling on it and listing closely to the 
cryptic information, finding out the 
race times and most important–the 
CUTS!   
 
“Lane 1, two cuts, lane 2, three cuts, 
lane 3, one cut, lane 4, beginner 
Joe who flew way wide of the py-
lons, no cuts. ” So what does all that 
mean in the scoring?  
 
One lousy pylon cut puts you auto-
matically into fourth place finish and 
1 lousy point! Ugh! Two or three 
cuts and you might as well have 
stayed home and mailed in your en-
try fee! Super ugh!!  
 
Guess who won four big points with 
the magic words “No cuts” in lane 
4? Stupid beginner Slowpoke Joe! 
How could he cut–he was turning 

way down by the freeway!  Slow-
poke Joe is grinning ear to ear, 
proud as peach, his hands all calm 
and steady as he carried the Heat 
score sheet into the computer guy. 
This is easy!  The computer guy re-
cords Lane 1, ZERO! Lane 2, 
ZERO! Lane 3, 1 little point! Lane 4, 
WOW! 4 BIG points!  

 
16 more and the day is his! 
 
Another way to finish a race is like I 
did in a Cruiser race years ago. In 
fourth place points wise, with only a 
few more heats to go to finish the 
day, I was standing in the pit area 
watching the three leading guys 
that were ahead of me in points for 
the day. They were going to fight it 
out in their last heat all at once for 
1st, 2nd and 3rd. Those guys were 
going to get all the trophies while I 
watched. Fun! The starter’s Green 
Flag dropped and all three Cruisers 
went roaring (Cruisers roaring? 
Hmmmm!) down the runway for all 
the marbles! Then $hit happened! 
In a blink of an eye all three 
smashed into each other before 
they even got into the air! Do you 
know what this means? THEY ALL 
GOT ZEROS!! And just as sud-
denly–I won!! And didn’t lift a finger 
doing it! That’s racing! I compare it 
to going to a family picnic in the lo-
cal park for a three legged gunny 
sack race. Falling flat on your face 
and winning! A ball! 
 
Hope to see ‘ya at the race. Help us 
put it on please. Give me a call. 626
-282-1461. 
 

73 (Best Regards)  

�	
��	�
	�
WA6IVD       
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“Will that be cash, credit card, or mortgage?” 

Borrowed from the Fresno Radio Modelers Club 
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The February 11 Float Fly was 
cancelled, but on Sunday, Febru-
ary 10, Earl and Paul decided to 
fly anyway at the Anaheim Model 
Airplane Club Lake, known as the 
"Huckleberry Pond. So I called 
Steve Kilian to get a pond re-
port, the lake is up full and the 
weather is 80 degrees, no wind. It 
was great and guess what? Other 
SGVRCL’ers, Phil Herrera and 
Stan Wagner were also there as 
were about 6 flyers from A.M.A.C. 
Steve commented "full house to-
day."  
 
You can float fly there for $10.00 
per year on Sunday morn-
ings. They also use a tug to re-
trieve their splashes. Steve's 
phone number is 714-993-
0652. An old friend was seen at 
the lake, Bill Malvie of S.C.A.T. He 
said to say hello to Jim Ric-
cio. Special note, no boats are al-
lowed on the lake so Earl's surf-
board was kicked out.  
 
Ken, how was your Mon-
day morning off? Our next Float 
Fly is March 10, 2008 at Legg 
Lake. Hope to have a key for the 
gate by then. We love the park! 
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There is a Float Fly at the Santa Fe 
Dam scheduled for this coming 
weekend on Saturday, the 23rd. It 
is  a one day event. $8.00 to get in 
the gate and $20 to fly. A flyer for 
the event can be viewed at the  fol-
lowing link. 

http://snipurl.com/feb23 

Here are a few things that have 
been approached since the last is-
sue of Interference. Hummm, since 
the introduction of the 2.4GHz ra-
dios interference seems to be al-
most a thing of the past.  Rename 
the club newsletter to No Interfer-
ence? Nah not this year.  
 
Have you noticed the "LANDING 
ZONE ONLY" sign painted just un-
der the green stripe on the top of 
the wall? Some fliers thought that it 
was ok to fly over the green stripe 
area of the wall at a high alti-
tude. This is not the case. The only 
time it is acceptable to fly over the 

green stripe area is when your air-
plane is making a landing ap-
proach.  
 
Yes the BMX track will soon be op-
erational and it does not have any 
type of covering over it like the rifle 
range has. One of our planes going 
down into the BMX area while it is 
occupied with young kids and their 
parents could be disastrous. I can-
not stress this enough STAY AWAY 
FROM THERE.  
 
The park staff has been busy work-
ing in our area. The rusted out bot-
tomless trash cans have been re-
placed. The electrical circuit 
breaker box that was falling apart 
has been repaired. The grass has 
been well watered and cut (I think 
10 inches of rain in January had a 
lot to do with this.) I met with the 
park Superintendent and her assis-
tant on a couple of occasions and 
am assured that the bench-painting 
project will be happening around 
the beginning of March.  
 
Another big issue is we are sched-
uled to get three canopies (not air-
plane canopies) installed soon. One 
will be located at the far north end 
of the pit area and the other will be 
located at the far south end of the 
pit area. The third one is going to 
the lake area where the RC boats 
and seaplanes are. I don't know just 
how soon we will get the canopies 
so as soon as I find out I will pass it 
on to you.  
 
The park Superintendent and her 
staff have been extremely helpful in 
getting these things completed. At 
the club meeting I will pass around 
a thank you card for all club mem-
bers present to sign. Please take a 
moment to let them know we appre-
ciate their efforts.  
 
It has been brought to my attention 
that three helicopters were sold at 
the club field. That’s okay, except 

(Continued on page 6) 
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For the Feb. 26, 2008 club meet-
ing we will hear from the manager 
of the Lake Forest ‘Hobby People’ 
hobby shop. Mark will show us the 
conversion of aircraft from Glow to 
Electric. How to and what planes 
that fly great on electric power. 
Also Mark will show and inform us 
about the new Airtronics 2.4 radio 
systems, and how to set the radio 
up in your plane. Come to the 
meeting and bring your questions 
for Mark. See you at the meeting, 

��	�	
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Vice-President 
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Borrowed from the Fresno Radio Modelers Club 

So tell me, is there a difference between 
duct tape and masking tape? 

The SGVRCL welcomes these 
new members to the club! 
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they were bought with counterfeit 
100-dollar bills. If you are selling 
something please be aware and on 
the lookout for this.  
 
Hey guess what, as far as I know 
there has been no phone calls to 
the park office concerning over fly's 
of the rifle range in the past 
month. YAHOO, keep up the good 
work! I was helping a new flyer a 
few Saturdays ago and he was 
practicing landing approaches. He 
flew over the rifle range and they 
let me know it by sounding the 
horn. I won't let that happen again, 
from now on I will take over control 
and keep the airplane away from 
the no fly area.  
 
It seems that the 400 ft altitude law 
(yes I said law) is being enforced 
again. This time the Channel Is-
lands Condors club is under 
fire. We have been through this 
before at our field. The LAPD has 
given us much grief in the past for 
this. Please keep your airplanes 
below the 400ft limit.  
 
If you haven't heard already the 
lake area is closed to RC boats 
and airplanes. The park is doing 
some much needed cleaning and 
improving. Hopefully it will be 
opened back up soon. That’s about 
it for this month. I'll see you at the 
club meeting,  
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(Continued from page 5) 
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A big thank you to Fast Eddy who 
donated a Spitfire kit at last month’s 
raffle! 
 
Thank you to Larry Chapman for 
taking the time to go to Nitro Models 

and pick up a Cap 232 for this 
month’s club meeting raffle grand 
prize! 
 
Thank you to Jim Ric-
cio for picking up Feb-
ruary’s raffle prizes 
from Covina Hobby! 
 
Next month I will be 
printing the new Mem-
bership Rosters for 
2008. If you have 
moved recently or 

changed your email address it 
would be appreciated if you could 
contact me by phone or email with 
the changes, for the accuracy of the 
Roster. My contact information is at 
the front of each newsletter. 
 
The addition of the Nitro Models full 
page at the end of the newsletter is 
starting to cause the newsletter to 
bulge at the seams. As long as I 
keep the total to 6 double sided 
pages the postage only requires .41 
cents per mailing. If I go one page 
over then the cost jumps to .58 
cents.  
 
To help manage the costs of pub-
lishing this newsletter each month 
I’m going to try something different, 
to place the Board Meeting Minutes 
on the club web page and only pub-
lish the link to them in the newslet-
ter.  
 
For those truly interested in reading 
the Board Meeting Minutes you can 
view them on the Internet.  
 
For this first month’s trial the link is: 
h t t p : / / s g v r c l . o r g / e n e w s 0 8 /
SGVRCLminutes_feb08.pdf.  
 
For those members who currently 
subscribe to the e-newsletter the 
link will be there along with the 
newsletter link in the notice you re-
ceive each month. 
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Editor 

R/C PLANES / CARS / HELIS / & BOATS 
 

ROBIN’S HOBBY 
1844 W. Glenoaks Blvd. 

Glendale, CA 91201 
Mon. Thru Sat. 10AM — 7PM 

Sun. 12 Noon — 4PM 
 

Bus (818) 240-2093 
Fax (818) 240-0815 

http://www.robinshobby.com/ 
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This service advisory affects only 
owners of the Futaba TM-7 module 
and 6EX and 7C FASST systems. 
Each FASST transmitter contains a 
unique eight digit identification 
code, programmed at the factory to 
identify the respective transmitter 
and to allow a receiver to be paired 
only to that radio's signal.  
 
Recently we have learned that a 
very small number of the TM-7 
modules, and 6EX and 7C FASST 
systems were incorrectly coded 
with a common code number dur-
ing the manufacturing process. 
These units were subsequently 
sold prior to our awareness of the 
situation. 
 
If two or more units, utilizing this 
common identification code, were 
to be in use simultaneously, they 
may cause interference with one 
another. Please note: Units which 
utilize the correct identification 
code will not be affected by these 
units. 
 
We're extremely confident that this 
is not a widespread problem. How-
ever, to catch any possible incor-

rectly coded units in the field and to 
give you peace of mind that your 
system is not affected, we have set 
up test stations at participating 
hobby shops throughout the country 
where you will be able to determine 
-- within a matter of minutes -- 
whether or not your transmitter is 
affected, at no charge to you.  
 
There are 100 such Test Stations in 
place now, and the number will be 
increased to 500 over the next two 
to three weeks. Please see below 
for a listing of these testing stations. 
Or, if you prefer, you may send it in 
to our service center and we will 
analyze it for you at no charge. If 
any problem is found, it will be re-
placed. We will gladly pay the post-
age for returning the unit and send-
ing it back to you. 
 
If you have questions or concerns, 
please do not hesitate to contact our 
Futaba Service Center at: 217-398-
0007 or via email at: ser-
vice@futaba-rc.com. Our staff is 
available to you Monday-Friday, 
8am-5pm U.S. Central Standard 
Time. 
 
This article was copied directly from 
the Futaba FASST web site at this 
link: http://snipurl.com/fasst 
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Written by Brian Gardiner, and 
Central Coast Model Aero Club Inc. 

Submitted by Wayne Beasley 
 
How Does A Glow Plug Work?  
Contrary to what many have previ-
ously been lead to believe the fol-
lowing is an explanation of how a 
glow plug functions in a motor. The 
plug is initially heated by applying a 
voltage (typically 1.5 volts) to it. 
This is to cause it to glow so as to 
ignite the fuel at compression and 
start the internal combustion cycle.  
 
Once the cycle has started, the 
power source can be disconnected, 
as with the heat generated at com-
bustion the CATALYTIC Reaction 
generated between the methanol 
and platinum in the plug coils be-
comes sufficient to keep the proc-
ess going.  
 
The catalytic reaction is a reaction 
whereby platinum will glow in the 
presence of methyl alcohol vapor. 
This will happen without any exter-
nal power source being applied.  
 
How do you select the correct 
PLUG for your application, and 

why?  
 
To do this you need to 
understand a little more 
of the theory behind the 
process. In glow fuel the 
catalytic reaction is gen-
erated between the 
methanol and platinum 
only. Castor oil, synthetic 
oil, nitro methane, etc do 
not generate a catalytic 
reaction with the plati-
num.  
 
Next you need to under-
stand that a certain sur-
face area of platinum is 
required to generate a 

(Continued on page 8) 

 

 

CARS  •  PLANES  •  HELICOPTERS 
JETS  •  GAS CARS  •  BOATS  •  MODELS 
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sufficient catalytic reaction to keep 
the internal combustion process 
going. Also it is necessary to allow 
extra surface area for the reaction 
to be great enough when it dimin-
ishes with the available methanol 
dropping as in the case at motor 
idle. 
 
Simply put, cold plugs are manu-
factured using a thicker wire to give 
greater surface area to facilitate a 
greater reaction and thus the re-
quired catalytic reaction where less 
methanol is present in the fuel mix-
ture.  
 
So! More nitro means less metha-
nol which in turn means a greater 
surface area to platinum will be 
required to generate a sufficient 
catalytic reaction. Suddenly it all 
makes sense! To work out which 
temperature plug to use, you need 
to know how much methanol is in 
your fuel, not how much nitro or oil.  
 
As a rough rule of thumb 
80% methanol or above, use a hot 
plug. 70%-75% use a medium 
plug. 60%-75% use a cold plug. 
65% or less use a very cold plug.  
 
Idle Bars and Other Stuff 
Again, contrary to what many be-
lieve, the idle bar on a glow plug is 
not necessarily what its name 
would suggest. It is in fact to stop 
any fuel not vaporized from dous-
ing the platinum coil of the glow 
plug by dispersing it away from the 
coil.  
 
Why are plated coils not as good 
as platinum alloy coils?  
 
Plated coils suffer from very quick 
degeneration as the plating breaks 
down under operating conditions. 
As bits of plating come off, the plug 
is effectively becoming a hotter and 
hotter unit until in a comparatively 
short time it is no longer able to 
perform its function.  

(Continued from page 7) Conversely, a platinum alloy coil will 
still degenerate, but as it is platinum 
alloy throughout, the surface re-
mains as platinum alloy and the 
plug continues giving much the 
same characteristics for quite a long 
time.  
 
Plated coils are very poor value 
when compared to platinum alloy 
coiled glow plugs.  
 
Courtesy, Warringah Radio Control 
Society Incorporated. 
 
Diagnosis or Symptoms 
High Nitro = Hot Fuel: needs colder 
plugs. Low Nitro = Cold Fuel: needs 
hotter plugs. High Nitro + High 
rpm's: needs colder plug ie: ducted 
fans. 
 
If engine sags when the battery is 
disconnected, the plug is too cold or 
more nitro is needed. If the engine 
bites back or backfires when hand 
cranking, the plug is too hot or less 
nitro is needed. 
 
Most HOT plugs can take 2 volts. 
Most COLD plugs can take 1.2 - 1.5 
volts. Most 4-strokes need very hot 
plugs or high nitro. Note: McCoy 4-

cycle plugs (not the MC 14) are 
"Saito Original Equipment." Hangar 
9 plugs are Original Mc Coy plugs 
packaged for Horizion. 
 
The above information was shared 
by: Charles Thacker of Fox manu-
facturing, Mr. McCoy of his own 
company, Hank, the owner of 
SonicTronics, Sig Manufacturing. 

Hanger Dance? 
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What to do with your left hand 
while you’re flying 

By BOB KARASCIEWICZ 
 
Students typically do little with their 
left hands while learning to fly. 
Most of the throttle control is of the 
on/off type—on for takeoff and fly-
ing, and off for landing. I’d like to 
tell you why you should use both 
controls on the stick. Let’s start 
with a fun maneuver that uses both 
rudder and throttle. I call it the “tail 
wag.”  
 
Start with a nice, high and straight 
line (as all maneuvers are started) 
parallel to the runway. Have the 
throttle set to about half. As you go 
past yourself (the center), smoothly 
raise the throttle to full and let the 
airplane gain speed until it gets to 
full speed. Now it’s past you and 
going fast. Pull up to vertical and 
go straight up. As soon as your 
airplane is going straight up, start 
moving the rudder stick side to 
side.  
 
Take roughly a second to do this; 
don’t stop until the airplane slows 
down and almost stops. At this 
point, push down elevator and re-
sume level flight. Don’t forget to 
lower the throttle to approximately 
half and make your turn back. Did 
you see the tail wag? 
 
Wasn’t that cool? Do it again. Each 
pass do the same thing and have 
fun. Now you are making the air-
plane do what you want! You’re 
using the rudder and it’s a ball. 
Let’s try something a little more 
complicated. If you practice these 
things, using the rudder will be just 
like using the ailerons. You’ll be 
doing it automatically. 
 
The Flat Turn! The Flat Turn? How 
does an airplane turn flat? Every-
one knows an airplane has to bank 

to turn. My instructor told me that 
when I was just starting out! Relax 
and everything will be all right. 
Since you are using the rudder, you 
can do more things with that beauti-
ful trainer. Let’s try one.  
 
First establish a nice high and 
straight line parallel to the runway. 
As I said before, most maneuvers 
start that way. Have the throttle set 
to approximately half again. Just 
before the airplane gets to the cen-
ter (right in front of you), raise the 
throttle to full. The airplane will gain 
speed. As the airplane gets to the 
center and is going fast, slowly go to 
roughly half rudder (this stick move-
ment should take about a full sec-
ond).  
 
Use the rudder to turn the airplane 
away from the runway. If you’re go-
ing from left to right, give left rudder. 
If it’s going from right to left, give 
right rudder. Students do little with 
their left hands while learning to fly. 
I’d like to tell you why you should 
use both controls on the stick.  
 
As you input the rudder, the airplane 
will start to do two things: roll and 
yaw (turn). At this point you will give 
opposite aileron to prevent the bank 
(roll). If you gave right rudder, give 
left aileron, if you gave left rudder, 
give right aileron. Move the aileron 
stick enough to keep the wings 
level. Depending on the wind, you 
will adjust the roll correction by add-
ing or removing aileron input.  
 
To reiterate: If you’re going left to 
right at full throttle, give approxi-
mately half left rudder, and as the 
airplane starts to bank, use right ai-
leron to keep the wings level. The 
airplane will be turning but not bank-
ing. You will only see the yaw. On 
aerobatic airplanes, when you give 
rudder, the airplane will do little or 
no banking. This rolling as you give 
rudder is called roll coupling, and it 
has a lot to do with the amount of 
dihedral in the wing.  

 
This is not an aerodynamics col-
umn so I will not go into why. Hey, 
my airplane is turning without bank-
ing and I don’t know what to do 
next? Sorry, student! 
 
Let’s get you out of the flat turn. 
When you have turned enough, just 
let the sticks (meaning both the rud-
der and aileron) go back to neutral. 
Please don’t just let go of the sticks. 
That “boing” drives me crazy, not to 
mention it will quickly wear out your 
transmitter as it will reduce the ac-
curacy of your stick input.  
 
Practice this stuff and while you are 
practicing using the rudder don’t 
forget to have fun. There is one 
danger you may run into while do-
ing flat turns. After doing a 90° flat 
turn, you will no doubt want to do 
more. That is, you’ll want to com-
plete a flat circle. They are really 
great and very impressive. Do 
them, but beware. The flat turn is a 
high drag maneuver. 
 
After all, you are forcing the air-
plane to go sort of sidewise. This 
causes more drag and speed goes 
down, causing less lift. Also, there 
is even less lift because of the side-
wise airflow over the wing. Less lift 
means you could run out of lift. 
Running out of lift means a stall.  
 
Now don’t start worrying. You are 
nice and high, remember, if you do 
stall, release the rudder and aileron 
and return them to neutral, maintain 
full throttle and point the nose down 
a bit. As you gain speed, give a lit-
tle up elevator and you will have full 
control as before. 
 
In all, it’s no big deal. Stalling is part 
of flying. Actually, there is no need 
to even go that far. With today’s 
trainers you could do full rudder flat 
turns and multiple circles before 
you’d ever get into trouble. 
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